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The Judgments of UK Courts on “The Right to Life”
in Armed Conflict outside its Territory No.l1

Hajime OTA

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the conflict (?) between UK Supreme Courts and European Court of Human

Rights over “the Right to Life” in the case of Al-Skeini and others. Six Iraqi civilians were killed by British Armed Forces

in 2003 during its occupation of Iraq and their relatives applied for an order of judicial review against the Secretary of State

for Defense in UK Courts and European Court of Human Rights. On the one hand five appeals of them did not succeed at

UK Courts, on the other hand all their appeals succeeded at European Court of Human Rights in 2011.

Why does such a conflict (?) between two courts come about? How will the judgment of European Court of Human

Rights influence the future judgments of UK Courts?

The purpose of this article is to analyze the judgment of Queen’s Bench Division of the case of A/-Skeini and others as the

first stage of this study.
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