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The image of the boys and girls
in the short stories of Carson McCullers

Naomi NAKAOKA*

Six out of Carson McCullers' twenty short stories focus on "love and loneliness” among adolescent boys and
girls, It is often said that teenagers have a lot of worries and troubles in their hearts and that they are hard

to deal with.

It is the same with the boys and the girls in Carson McCullers' novels and the short stories.

This paper introduces these six stories and discusses how the heroes and heroines deal with their troubles. It
1s hoped that this will be helpful in coping with the students in general.
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six stories vary considerably in form and quality, McCullers
analyzes in each the situation of a child caught in a difficult
position and reacting to it with bewilderment and frustration."?
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CEMTHELRAATLE DO T, Sucker (BAFFL) &
ToWATWHE, AEIPOBATE, EEELDZ-Fh
7 Sucker DEICHNTIZNWDODHDEEF 572,
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KSEOBRKIBECHEERLIET T, ObShiVn, HIidE
FOMBELITZ2ZLdHDN, IFLAEY—ATVSZ
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BHNOEERX TBREIARFEI?) Eol,
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CHZEHRR 2RI, BB LRABEbEEIT &
L. FEBEUDPFAANMECLELRDTNWIHTOR
ERT, BAREREZ . 52 9725B LV EVKICE
bhdh, MerBEEELE2DRIS>ETE, ZLT. [
Bd TBEIA. . JEWVWHIESEER2EIET,

BPHYELEKEEN > T, HEHICHEERA~TE2Z
U7l WA HLRD, BOFEEL, HEZFHF
27, BRABIZEWE A TWARNWEWEH> T, BN
BNWEDWBR, b ekFIITELEVWEES &, Bid
WoTHS o, 72, BREZRY-TH 5 o 2.
KEETPL > TREGORFERBARIIEELEERIED.,
UhHFLLEZ2OERZRDRIZULEWLWLEWIEKIZ TZDE
S5L0Wd0) 2oL I3RBokb. BRPRRECHD
HBOLFYVDETNTWDEZ LW BNEBIBEU TV,
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BRBEBBLESHD o, SHIEHALT TEEEA, . 4 &
B0k, FORZOEEIHORECE TN, BIED
WE-7-%. HLIEPOHFIERL, BUADTEOR
550 RE L.

ZORHFEIEEZET. T2RTWE, ZELTZ2>70
N=F g =~ HEPIT TV, EoTWBOEFHD

LEBZZDL, IS L-EOHRTREELEZBOAWED
RZTE52REH L. BEROBIEBVWENENEDS -,
2. 2 fE# '
COREDE. EEMMERICRAEDERELT, =2—3
— U REZEQRAMEY ZXICWfzeE (19364F) &, Z0
DEMEZEBH SN TRTHBELTW L EKEEBPNE
HORELEBDRATWE, AEPSHIBILT., BEDPZYD
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again. Under the blue sky. After breathing the yellow walls of
her room for so many weeks in stingy hot breaths. ... Blue sky.
Cool blueness that could be sucked in until she was drenched in
its color."(p.28) (BUHCHZ. BEDTIZ, MEAMbHE
BEOHOWEIIHEINT, HA LI RASITVWE THIE
LirgEok, 5FEZOTICWVWSE  Z0@BICHRFEF->TLE
SECT, BLITRFVLEZEWAAREZ L, ) &0 #ER,
MOEIBRFPLOBNEELTWDB DI ; "she longs to be
washed by the blue lake and to suck the blue sky into herself in
order to make the color a part of her, thereby enlivening the dull
gray of her existence. She longs also for the freshness of the sky,
in order to escape the contamination she associates with her
iliness.”™ (LI EZ2BHO—HHICL., #5332 &7T
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McDowell D & @D H i "The child is neither one who
rejoices to see the gates of heaven opening nor one who blesses
the family from whom she is departing."® (Z D F#iF KEHD
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2RI, BREBLIN THIWITERA. 1 LED
EEZELUCELEDORERUHB Lz,

3. 2 @&

McCullers D fEfa O TRAICHR S Nz 2 OE @i,
INFETOHDLDBHEIC., ARBRVEREZLTWDI LW
LT, HFHTH D, K, POTEEBEDITHRAAT
WEBRE-E7/ -&2#HRICLT. 1 5F0VLOAE%
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"The story builds quickly to a climax and almost immediately
ends."” (WERRFICISA T v I RIEL, TR
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HoBED, By AP B R2ELDBAELEICIR ST
WBHHEES S & 3 % Frances : "What had begun to happen
to her four months ago? The notes began springing out with a glib,
dead intonation.Adolescence, she thought. Some kids played
with promise — and worked and worked until, like her, the
least little thing would start them crying, and worn out with
trying to get the thing across — the longing thing they felt —
something queer began to happen — But not she!"(p.66) (4 »
AL ABRBI o nWdsDES S, REEFEERD
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ENTHERRICHN T EFHBREBIES DLV G
DR EDPEZICH > =07,
BRIZG BN RMAEE LS
EHREITRNEE DI, MLTHPRVEWNWS LT
<, FHRBERED, FLTHEEELD, BIZXE LD
AMOEER 57=D7, McDowell IZRD L SIZENWTW S

; "Frances's abandoning of her music is not an impulsive yielding
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to discouragement, but rather an act of courage, because it
represents her acknowledgement that a part of herself has died. "
® (Frances D’ EEEZETC/HOETEHNICEEICBLEZDT
3T T LABRAH2T7HE>/k. RERSL., Zhid
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% Frances D FICE RN I ZRE L %D, McDowell i
"The ending may suggest Frances's maturing — her realistic
judgment of her ability and her facing of herself as a human being
who struggles and still fails."® (FEHIX Frances D AkFA L = &
EEBRLTWD —HEADPES DRI EZRENITHH L,
HLABRPOLHERBTZLENDI - ADANEELTOESD
BIZEELTW3, ) EHBHWRARRELTCVWS, BLIC
Carr 3 "Bewildered, she turned in the wrong direction in her
simple route home. Yet the young woman had faced her impasse
and recognized it, and now there was hope that she could collect
herself and move forward in a new and more purposeful direction.
NP3 22T, A BARR D EEEES A
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ORI OVWTHTHHFE LTSN, RYIHICEHEL
WHZerRBELUTEE,

LU, 5 THoz ey PRI D, kLD
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WMEHy., WICH L CHiRBEER 2. KROPEVLTH
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¥, ¥ PNVD "Like That" ZFH, EHEE THARZ
Y REBRURDOHESEARE, FRPIZE2EET
DRBEDPH T < %, "It looks terrible. T wouldn't ever ever be
like that. I shows and everything."(p.54) (Aot b < RZ
2bh. 7 oiix, MENHARSSICE RS RWVWb, B
DL, WAWA, ) WP NZLE, T55->TH
B TWE, £, ERDOE®IT"You see I'd never be
like Sis is now. I wouldn't. Anybody could know that if they
knew me. 1 just wouldn't, that's all. idon't want to grow up —
if it's like that."(p.57) (F 5. FHEFHEFICSD Sis DL DI
bk n, il REH -T2 ARLETHD D
ST NBET, RRiFHEH RSBV, EREZFRET. FAE
KANZTRADPRD LBV, 3 LRACRZ WS &
HARSRDICRDZ RS, ) LD, BoLHBIIRD
NiEmMOELEHOSEDIZLT, HETZI EADTE
CEEERT ST D RART WS, FRABEFEKIE McCullers D
BEEROBMROPTCIOEROBREESLZE THARDITV
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DREIZE>THNEEDORETH o2, BOWNNH
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CEEH-EEETE B EIOENMBN T RoZEET., 3
ZEBAL, BAOBHE ETEHRBEEBERARACRZ I
EIHEREDRE, T, HB3E. A4 7L DT —
ooz E, P EEDENE LR 2O ER
LHWMBRFIC, REZE@HPAFI BB, —RICKAK
RoTLESREBMUEDE, BEHEHFEETZICENEM
WERIZERB D, DRIIEREWICZOILERL, Ml
RUTTERER LI, BAPMD BN LV S B
HERBRR UL D,

"I'm hardboiled as the next person. I can get along by myself if
Sis or anybody else watns to. I'm glad I'm thirteen. 1 get
lonesome — sure — but I don't care."(p.56) (FAIFEEIZHEL S
TIEERAME, Sis PHOADPHRILEVWER =&
LTHBRE—~ATDoTWIT 32, BABEELIFROH
BLwv, MCR-F Y, BREKICLARV, ) IMTH
BIE RAZRZEIDEZOBABONE, BIENVWES
AL ZOEBES LD, NEHKEWV,

5 . Correspondence
5. 1 o570
<B—OFHK>

IATA Ay PHICEDER L E4 O Henky iZERK D
BRI|TRD2FEZ7Z 0O Manocel &30 L& S & T4
BT, MARICELMEH D, BVE. BaOHl. BVWEOD
HEPVAOERZHENVWTWVWD LIS EBFICRELTY

(1999)

bo SBEMRIT. KACRBEHICEFHENDOZ L ZASH
hoknwe, F#LZBA0BEXROT L. L AEIZDN
TEWDEIRBERNRIEBEL, . BFEokE
FOREDIL, ARS VEEBBLTNWDII P, ERAL
BEWERFHBLE>DEBETEZILEEZITWS LD,
B DREZEMUELIADPHDEIIRANTIEVI &
SRILETHEENTWVWS,

<E_OFHK>

SEBFZALTHEBNIRWD, AED S O BEILE
N3 EDEVL, HUUBSREPERPS LRy &M
WLTW3, HEIFEBSORBBELOBELEMSZZHIC
EEEARBTIZCEORET S, £/~ HOBLEICETS
KeRATFZBREERR, HFOBRE2XkD 2., 11HOS,
HOOWR LI AEMENR, 75V NVTEETHI LIS
HRERELTCND, TCITREMNCDZBOEHFL TN S,
<E=ZDFHK>

27 ADBE. FROMOKZFI T TUXBEFISF
MAEZITWM> TWABDIT, Henky IZIEFHEEEM KRN,
INFETO2HEZITWMo TRV, Fhed2Ee
TFARBIC R >0 BRLTNVWS, £, BZOEWN
FREBOFHRERLTCINDZADWERENE D, HRTAR
Lizld, BioBURELrEALRERERET 2, B
BRWIETHERZIETTERVWRWL, GERRTEZVWOTE
BT LS5 kD %,
<FEHDOFHEK>

INFETCHECIBOFHKEH L, BE2HFL. 8D
LWy FRWICHMR L TWzh, BENTEH- L
R, WRET 223 DRV OICREV I MICH
AOEZHEBETHL 270D, FOLESODLIRNKRK
PahoTnwks, BARMDOARGERAFL LTEAT
WhEAssridoawnEL,

5. 2 R

HO5TULREBNOEIZ LM, ZThid McCullers @ {E M
OHRTHE—ZBHARCEIPNEZHOTHZ, HNEE2Z 4
BOFHIC, —RICBOLWIHAPBRDLXOHFH, TR, K
FHLoELBRBEIN TV,

BHOFHETIX, BAXEZOD BT AL
HraE, Z2HFRVWI L EE WD Henky W FHS
LWHEZZR U %, 2i8H. 3BETHERERZINEL
HFICEZYTYT., FENICEGRZHEN L TCNWE A
WLBsELWEETH B,

R, BEB3BEETCRALAFHLTCENWTWVWSEDITT
FRND, ENWSTERFEALTHWEEE, RETHTE
3. BlZ L. & EH L (salutation) & 5% (complimentary close)
B L (signature)® B3 &, 1@EEX. "Dear Mancel"CIRE b
"Your affectionate friend, Henky Evans"C#b->TW3%, 2
WEHEIZ. "Dear Manoel” % L T'"Affectionately Yours, Henky
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< v H T — ADFRNFIZ B B PELLOE i

Evans'- 720, fiend 2> TRV E ZBICPPRFED
WEZFEIH D, BIZ 38 Hid"Dear Manocel Garcia"& 7
VAR —ITEEH L. "Sincerely yours, Henrietta Evans" &
TA—RNVREBRELTCEHAORZRMMOZ v I XL TERL,
EXRERICR>TWVE, BEYZTTRIWREVWEE > TH,
FEBHIEARHNENTVD LT BB PDINN,

bBLAA, ABEFERERLEICE-EY LHFOARE
EBDTNS DT, "Dear Mr. Garcia” & HHR % 1T THD.
"Yrs. truly, Miss Henrietta Hill Evans"& #i$ CTIERX R T
BZTWE, RBBRBLOSEEAVWRNT, TEICER
SIEKHEFEFELTVWZDE. 14F0dbHEERAIR
W, ¥FIZiE{# T, "I cannot waste any more of my valuable time
writing to you"(p. 124) (H I FRKEEL 2 chilE
ORI EERICIITEERA. ) LELIBWVT
W3,

COERIIBMTEZRFROEIXTEH 2P, PiED
EHEDOT -~ THs THbhBWE) 2ZBHLEERTH
ZERUBHOHATE. BERKD2D, EEEhEER
Mo FHERIPOSBEMRZLTRAANLEEL TV AR
% humorous ICHEKIOE TR LEZDODBIDERTHA 5.

McDowell 5% D & 312 % HH LT % "The themes
developed in Henky's letters are those encountered elsewhere in
McCullers's fiction: the essential narcissism of human beings,
the longing for reciprocity in any expression of interest or
affection, and the ironic combination of gain and loss as one
grows up."'? (Henky OFMMICEHA I N TV BT — &
McCullers D/NHDOBHE I B THLS DT HDTH S, 21
. AOXKENLZECE, EEROBEOH 502 RFIC
BWTBEWIDONEWEMET AR, ZLTADNEE
TORKAIC O BE L REEAKRICERTZILE. )
12 Henky O FKITAIH O TEHH %,

BRI, COFRBEENZ2—F—-J0RDOE#N
T "The Ballad of the Sad Cafe" Z HE LT B & &, Zh%E
ML TEN D TH S, RORESIEHFHFLTIWED
. BPHEIVRN EADAEIPLENZEDOTH S
JriEBWRVE Car i ZfREDOPFTHERTND, P

6 . The Haunted Boy
6. 1 H5TU

4HXE0H S H. EBPSIFE>= Hugh Gnob0 Lk
SITHBRICER T2, RoPE#Hsr T, BFRICALR
K MEOFRWERETFEES, EERBRUE =, #Hid
THoOl ) 2BVWHLTZEo 2 Lk,

BHiREIRDIAD L DI, AT LR 24 %% D John %
EBRRICENTWERBRPE- M 28107k, BrbH2 L
WHEE LI LB EED P>, Hugh L ERWL
BP0 R, BRROPODEIMIELI ENWD L

EREPDRINETEE 22D E.

John BEAMICHEH LIC2HBICITIS LEBRE LAY
MIFT, BY FTHOK] DEEo 7. RV ENEHDOHNICIHE
E,.DFVWNHLT, FThHhiCULBEAHDN .

John CEHIEFRK RO BN SN T, Hugh iT#HIC %R
EALBDZEHHEEDZ BN, FBLEDE, —EFICIE
[ATHRBRNT L, FERHERILUEREORKIICED., 20
BEMUICTREEIC R 27T 8. TRTMIZ DO KRKER~AA
BRLEZ ., O TRECHBEMBGDE>TWEEE
hh, B2 Lz~ JFORBDIPEAZAL Tho
Bry iCiES Wik ZFOMKOHDOHIC,

John XA S> & LD, Hugh Zdb-Li@EEZ LLD &
B EHEBE, FLEDE. AEEDOE. £ U TRAE
HT, RXAT v b R=NELED. WEWEEHBIZKAS
¥ 2 John #2PEICERTVLIS L. T2BICED
BNZ2H08H2000W, 1 LENRS5NEH. John IZH
P00l BRLEZ R EFE R >,

John HSIF o/, Hugh 3 BREH LT ZHIT LA > T
Wol, ERRZLDESICH B, BEWKOFEEL L
SICEEEET o Tz,

B> THREORT7 2. THOR) OXARINF
PATE. —BMNERICHEEZDD, UhEDOA--FEHITME
SIFT. 2 6hizmMEn Tz~ L L THOR
T, AEIsThn, LRFVnWELEs., BOEE
WA, BEPIEFISCATEHARE ST W,

Hugh & TH R bbb, P ARLEE
EH, RELZASEDTRALEIREBIRVWEZLE D,
BHREFRICEB RS bbbl ok. EHLI LR
MCBERLTCWERy AR r D ok,

Hugh &M 2RV BICBESR->TETNT, HO
ZIRICERLE, BIEWLoZFIREARFTHN WV, BHV
ROWBIZAHSPENWTWERGEZFE T LETERrd o2,
Lo FBWHICHIPTTCWELEIEHFEEL, TOE-T
ERERYELEDEN, BOBLITREEZRTCEHIEIHEA.
BEELEDLEINTE.

ZOHDS A, RPEL UL WEFEETIHEIH >,
RIEBHRIPAYBECARICR>TEIDLoEES W, F /=,
THOK ] . HODS WK, Hugh WAERBIZTIRFE > = &
BOTI N, RACRTZELOREEENT, LT,
YEOEHRKELTWEIRBOEERZL &, HITBHL S,
By @BEEIDIP>TLESEEREL =,

6. 2 fRE

ZOEROEINIE-EIRE S bR olzd, 1
9 5 2 4£|Z "The Ballad of the Sad Cafe" ¥ Hic k& hiz
DTHD. Y. FHFRIEFLLTTERDIEBIHTWE
M, EETREZOL 0FEFL S5V STERRELFTEN
TWim, BB, BEW. ROXE., BSOHBZEEREK, ZLT—
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EI e ELE BT

EHELEZRL0BEBREANEDOEREZI LT {HKb>
TWiz,

ZAPVE THRODEBPNAEDE) CHMRTEZN, 15
Al. BEOBBRRBZEZRRALEDVEN, ZOrIoh s
Ehohd, ZOBROBBICEHIBLIANTVLWERRE, 2
NZRRTZ2EREHVZ0D0THE, BRICIEEES
DOLENTENSH D LB B,

BAOERLTEHNTNEZO0R2ERLEZ 1 EHO THo
Ry ooz, RPLLLERAVWTEELRN., 8B2A4K
ACHEERW, 2O D Hugh DEORM 2D BRI
BWEE®—DT#H 2. "He had talked with no one about his
mother, except his father, and even those intimacies had been
rare, oblique."(p.161) (HITRF 2R T DH & & &3
D eEFHLEEL@ Ao/ FLT. RFEWVWDIFA
BRELVWEFTH, ZRIWREBCRIoZ0L, TEP LD
EO2BHDE-, ) RBBORDDIIREALBEEN X
ZWNRBERETH2=DFE,

F/-. Hugh PZ0 e cRWU D EW TRz

W5 Z & HFER A 5, "Hugh had not cried all those months.

He had not cried at "the other time", when he found his mother
alone in that empty house with blood everywhere. ...he could
not cry all during those long months strained with dullness and
want and dread. (pp.166-167) (Hughik T il » Hd 9§ - &
AW TWabolz. THOR) BHPHEDVVRVNEORTE
CHHMELIFICLT—ATEZORRDIT - LEBRD
R0, EH LI LMBLBMTCERLCWEZHOREN
BMrAOMH N TcERrholk, ) iR FRLAR
o0 h. 1 0RODENRENRDIT, THIBRVON
RKADE) EHEHLTWEDESZ S, Wbhwd Toold-
TWhy OELES, '

FROBERT. BRICBYZXRDIT D &I, Bwilh
MWk RPULAGZRDOLNZT T, HICHED
BOTwkERE0IIR BRI, DPEDPRET ZEET
. BOlcdfitih, FEXEALILREDOLDES T DD
Bizoldd>TH D

"This work illustrates the psychic tension of a child torn
between pity for — and anger against — a parent and also the
tension between his need to appear mature and his need to
express his fear. '* (COERIEHE (T T TREBHEEHN) ~
DENGERD L ORPEA TR > FHROBBEE S H

CEHE BALELSKRIRTAEWIT RV & & &
HERSRINEVWIT RN L EOBEELHV TS, )
EWSFFODB LI, BEHOFHOLIERTH .

Bbbic
MIrgicy B THtREL3IC, TALTHZ 10
RODELLZONEOERZT LI 2DERERN L.

(1999)

A Lko EOERS 5 0FELULHICEPNEZSDOTH D,
DEDEZERDECRERZ, ASHPIIRREEEER
TWb, L L, FRHOLKEZE2RIITHEIX, S X
EDBNWI L BRAEND, HEOBKR. HE-KEALOD
R, BoOEZAICHEDZIERY., SOBEEZEIFEIT
WA FDBDTH D, £, EDZPTLWEITDOLE
BTRLTW2ZedSe2<{HLTH S,
RIZEMbsEEL. DENICER IR ERRTE, #
ARDEFHOMAEMRT I LD LV AEERDITH T
EDBTERVWEDPDD, EXLIOIOH-REEETHO
ZEIERBI L, FHEBEI—-BEFELATWLWELSICHA
22, TS RFHIIKRLAXAFAZLTPNIZONE
WD TEZTH= W,
FHRFZORZEMITZETCEX2ZBN L0 b H NI,
EELVDOBFRARTMRELZb0HD2IT
BLTWRERESEENL, -, RERBRABARKCEHITREE
Fbdhozb, BERWE A (HZ1E Wunderkind 251 3
BEDLIR) T TU—FLTHREVWEDHH D
T, SEMBELTCHAEVEEI TS,
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